Writing a new book about epilepsy must be an unenviable task, and the authors of this monograph, which is the second in the Contemporary Neurology Series, bring to it their wide personal experience both of clinical practice and of neurophysiological research. The editor of the series in his preface says, " What emerges is a balanced scholarly treatise." A scholarly work it certainly is, but I have reservations about the balance of its contents, and it is a little difficult to define the audience for whom the book is intended.
Starting with chapters on the classification of epilepsy and of the different types of seizures, and followed by a review of the causes of epilepsy, there is an absorbingly interesting account, containing little that is new, but so clearly written that anyone from student to practising neurologist could not fail to benefit from reading it. The two chapters that follow, however, admittedly dealing with the much more difficult subjects of the physiology and chemistry of epilepsy, and therefore less familiar to the clinician, give the impression of having moved into a different authorship entirely. These long sections are far from easy to read. They consist of a critical review of work carried out in many centres, including the authors' own, and certainly are a fruitful source of reference for those engaged in research. The clinician, however, will return with some relief to the previous style of writing in the chapter on the diagnosis of epilepsy. Here is to be found excellent practical advice based on the hard facts of clinical experience. There is welcome emphasis on the importance of history, minute detail of clinical presentation, exact definition of the attacks, and critical appraisal of the possible causes, rather than the lengthy description of electroencephalographic changes that are so often found, and which are suggested as the be-all and end-all of diagnosis. The place of the E.E.G. and how to get from it its real value is clearly defined here. After a chapter on the pharmacology of the anticonvulsant drugs, covering as wide a range of preparations as anyone is likely to use and including some interesting historical facts, the authors move on to the management of the epileptic patient. Here I was again disappointed and would criticize the balance of this book. The particular problems which confront the experienced clinician are not dealt with in any detail. A page and a half are devoted ito the thorny problem of the management of status epilepticus, and half a page only to surgical treatment, as compared to the 23 earlier pages on (the chemistry of epilepsy. The final chapter on the psychological and social aspects presents all the problems familiar to the doctor, but finds no new solutions to them. 
